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ISLAMABAD, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2023 

 

PART II 
 

Statutory Notifications (S.R.O.) 
 

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 

PAKISTAN ELECTRONIC MEDIA REGULATORY 

AUTHORITY (PEMRA) 
 

NOTIFICATION 
 

Islamabad, the 26th December, 2023 
 

 

Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Delegation of Powers) 

Regulations, 2023 
 

 S. R. O. 1929(I)/2023.— In exercise of powers conferred by Section 13 

read with Section 39A along with other enabling provisions of the Pakistan 

Electronic Media Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 (XIII of 2002), the 

Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority, is pleased to make the 

following Regulations, namely:— 

 1.  Short title and commencement.—(1) These Regulations shall be 

called the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Delegation of 

Powers) Regulations, 2023. 

 (2)  These Regulations shall come into force at once. 

 

 3945(1—16) 
 

 

Price: Rs. 20.00 

[2488(2023)/Ex. Gaz.] 
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 2. Definitions.— (1) In these Regulations, unless there is anything 

repugnant in the subject or context,— 
 

(a) “Authority” means the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory 

Authority (PEMRA) established under Section 3 of the 

Ordinance; 

 

(b) “Administrative approval” means the concurrence and formal 

acceptance by the competent authority of a proposal to incur 

expenditure subject to availability of funds for the said proposal 

in a financial year; 

 

(c) “Chairman” means the Chairman of the Authority; 

 

(d) “competent authority” means to whom the Authority has 

delegated its Financial and Administrative powers as envisaged 

in column No. 2 to 7 of the Schedule-A of these regulations; 

 

(e) “Council” means the Councils of Complaints established under 

Section 26 of the Ordinance; 

 

(f) “Financial approval” means approval granted by the competent 

authority for disbursement of payment after work done 

subsequent to administrative approval; 

  

(g) Officer in-charge of region or Regional Director” means the 

officer entrusted to perform duties as in-charge of a regional 

office;  

 

(h) “Ordinance” means the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory 

Authority Ordinance, 2002 (XIII of 2002); 

 

(i) “Other officers” mean Executive Member, Director General 

(Admin), Director (Admin), Deputy Director (Admin), 

Regional Director or in-charge of  the region; and 

 

(j) “Schedule” means a Schedule appended with the regulations. 

 

 (2) Words or expressions used in these Regulations but not defined 

herein shall have the same meaning as assigned in the Ordinance, rules and 

regulations made thereunder. 
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 3. Powers under Section 3 of the Ordinance.— (1) All the powers of 

the Authority under sub-Section (2) of Section 3 of the Ordinance to sue in its 

name and defend on its behalf are delegated to the Chairman, Secretary to the 

Authority, Director Secretary to the Authority, Deputy Director Secretary to the 

Authority, Assistant Director Secretary to the Authority, Regional Director or 

Officer In-Charge of the region. 

 

 (2)  The persons to whom powers have been delegated under sub-

Regulation (1) of Regulation 3, shall represent the Authority in all types of legal 

proceedings, before all courts, tribunals, judicial or quasi-judicial forums, and to 

institute, prosecute or defend matters, execute all types of  legal documents such as 

power of attorney, pleadings, affidavits, and to adduce oral  and written evidence, 

enter into compromises and do all or any legal acts or take measures as may be 

required for proper conduct of legal proceedings: 

 

 Provided that the Secretary to the Authority, Director Secretary to the 

Authority, Deputy Director Secretary to the Authority, Assistant Director Secretary 

to the Authority, Regional Director or Officer In-Charge of the region shall not 

exercise their powers under sub-Regulations (1) and (2) of Regulation 3 without 

getting prior approval of the same from the Chairman.    

 

 4. Powers under Section 19, 20(i) and 24 of the Ordinance.— The 

powers of the Authority under Section 19, clause (i) of Section 20 and Section 24 

of the Ordinance to grant, renew, change of name of the company or firm, change 

of management or partnership, change of logo, name, change of office and head-

end address including allied matters to the extent of Cable TV licence is delegated 

to the Chairman.   

 

 5. Powers under Section 20B of the Ordinance.— (1) The powers of 

the Authority under Section 20B of the Ordinance to the extent of non-compliance 

of decision of the Authority, in this regard, write to the department of the Federal 

Government, division or the provincial government that stands allocated the 

business on this behalf to stop the release of TV or radio commercials until its 

employees' pending dues are paid is delegated to the Chairman. 

 

 (2) The powers of the Authority under sub-Section (3) of Section 26 of 

the Ordinance in respect of electronic media employees to the extent of reviewing 

and examining recommendations received from the Councils of Complaints and 

either to approve the same or make appropriate order or decision including but not 

limited to refer back to the Councils to re-consider  if so considered necessary in 

the opinion is delegated to the Chairman. 
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 6. Powers under Section 26 of the Ordinance.— The powers of the 

Authority contained in sub-Section (9) of Section 26 the Ordinance to approve 

recommendations of the Council of Complaints to the extent of appropriate censure 

and fine up to two million rupees in respect of a licensee and fine up to rupees one 

million in respect of an individual are delegated to a Chairman.    

 

 7. Powers under Section 27 of the Ordinance.— The power of the 

Authority under Section 27 of the Ordinance of taking immediate action for 

prohibiting any programme, advertisement or expression by any person and 

referring the matter to the Council of Complaints are also delegated to a committee 

comprising of the Chairman and two members of the Authority (Chairman PTA 

and Member Islamabad). The decision of the committee will be by majority.    

 

 8. Powers under Section 29 of the Ordinance.— (1) The powers of 

the Authority under Section 29 of the Ordinance as to authorizing inspection, 

investigation, seeking information from any person, seizure of equipment, sealing 

of premises, receiving reports from authorized officer, issuance of show cause 

notice, giving hearing are delegated to Regional Director.  

 

 (2)  The powers of the Authority to show cause and impose fine in terms 

of Section 29 and Section 29A of the Ordinance up to two hundred thousand 

rupees is delegated to the Regional Director. 

 

 9. Powers under Section 29A of the Ordinance.— The powers of the 

Authority to show cause and impose fine in terms of Section 29A of the Ordinance 

up to two hundred thousand rupees is delegated to the Regional Director. 

 

 10. Powers under Section 30 of the Ordinance.— (1) Powers of the 

Authority under Section 30 of the Ordinance as to suspension of broadcast media 

licence on the grounds mentioned in the Ordinance are delegated to a committee 

comprising of the Chairman and two members of the Authority (Secretary Ministry 

of Information and Member Islamabad). The decision of the committee will be by 

majority.    

 

 (2) After passing an order in exercise of the power under sub-Regulation 

(1) of Regulation 10, the Chairman and two members shall forthwith forward the 

matter to the Authority for making of appropriate decision in its forthcoming 

meeting. 

 

 11. Powers under Section 30 of the Ordinance.—(1) Power of the 
Authority under Section 30 of the Ordinance to initiate legal proceeding for 
cancellation or revocation of licence including issuance of show cause notice and 
conducting personal hearing against any licensee who fails to pay licence fee, 
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annual fee, fine, other charges, contravenes any provision of the Ordinance, rules 
and regulations and change its management or transfers of shares to persons not 
being the original shareholders of the company at the time of issuance of licence 
without taking approval from the Authority are delegated to a Chairman. 

 

 (2) In relevant cases, the Chairman may refer the matter to the Council 
of Complaints for opinion under Section 30(1)(b) of the Ordinance. The Council 
after hearing concerned licensee, may submit its opinion to the Authority within 
thirty days for its decision. 

 

 (3) To the extent of distribution service licensees except Cable TV, the 
Chairman after completions of legal proceedings initiated under sub-Regulation (1) 
of Regulation 11 may submit recommendations to the Authority for appropriate 
decision under Section 30 of the Authority.  

 

 (4) The power of the Authority to revoke or cancel the licence of Cable 
TV is delegated to the Chairman. 

 

 12. Powers under section 33 of the Ordinance.—Powers of the 
Authority under sub-Section (3) and sub-Section (4) of Section 33 of the Ordinance 
as to lodge of FIR is delegated to Regional Director as the case may be to officer-
in-charge of region. 

 

 Provided that such powers may only be exercised with prior approval of 
the Chairman. 

 

 13. Powers under Section 33B of the Ordinance.—Powers of the 
Authority under Section 33B of the Ordinance as to furnishing information to the 
Court are delegated to Regional Director as the case may be to officer-in-charge of 
region. 

 

 Provided that after execution of the search warrant, the information to this 
effect along with action taken shall be brought in writing to the Chairman.  

 

 14. Powers under section 34 of the Ordinance.—Powers of the 
Authority to file a complaint, are delegated to the Chairman, Regional Director, 
officer-in-charge of region, Deputy Director and Assistant Director: 

 

 Provided that such powers may only be exercised with prior approval of 
the Chairman. 

 

 15. Powers under Section 34A of the Ordinance.—The Authority 
delegates the power of compoundable and cognizable offences under the 
Ordinance to the Chairman, Regional Director, officer-in-charge of region, Deputy 
Director and Assistant Director: 

 



3945(6) THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., DEC.  30,  2023 [PART II 

 

 

 Provided that such powers may only be exercised with prior approval of 

the Chairman. 

 

 16. Powers under Section 14 of the Ordinance.— (1) The powers of 

the Authority under Section 14 of the Ordinance for all administrative and financial 

matters is delegated to the Chairman and other officers of the Authority subject to 

specific extent laid down in Schedule-A or any other Regulations made by the 

Authority. 

 

 (2) The powers, not delegated under the regulations, shall be exercised by 

the Authority itself. 

 

 17. Interpretation.— If any question arises in giving effect to these 

regulations, the matter may be referred to the Authority for further clarification and 

interpretation.  

 

 18. Regulations not be in derogation of other regulations.—These 

regulations will not be in derogation of any other regulations framed by the 

Authority and where any conflict arises between one or more such regulations, the 

regulations shall be read in conjunction with one another as far as possible. 

 

 19. Prior expenditures deemed approved.— All expenditures made 

prior to the coming into force of these regulations shall be deemed to have been 

made in accordance with these regulations.  

 

 20. General.— (1) Notwithstanding the powers delegated herein above, 

nothing contained in these regulations shall be construed as to limit the powers of 

the Authority to delegate any of its powers, functions and responsibilities through a 

specific order or general order.  

 

 (2)  However, all the powers earlier delegated and exercised by the 

Chairman or any other officer of the Authority prior to promulgation of these 

regulations shall be deemed to have been saved and protected.  

 

[F.No. PEMRA-1(09)/Secy./Gazette/2024/02.] 

 

 

 

(SARDAR ARFAN ASHRAF KHAN), 

SDG/Secretary to the Authority. 
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